Dear Papa

Questions for Discussion

Why did Isabelle write to Papa less frequently as she got older?
Why did Isabelle start writing letters to Aunt Izzy?

Besides letter writing, what kinds of things did Isabelle do to remember Papa?
What problems did Isabelle encounter in the story? What steps did she take to solve them?
What losses have you experienced? (death of a relative, friend or pet; moving, having a friend move away, divorce ... )

Think of a favorite memory of someone you miss. What would you say if you could tell them something now?

How did relationships change in the story? (Between Isabelle and her mother? Isabelle and Papa Frank? Isabelle and her siblings? Mama and Aunt Izzy?)

Did you agree with Isabelle's mother's decision to send the girls to their uncles' homes? What would you have done if you were Isabelle's mother? What other solutions might there have been?

When Isabelle has to spend the day in her room in Zumbrota she writes to several people. How does her account of the day differ from letter to letter? Why does she change her story for different people?

Do you agree with Isabelle's decision to leave Zumbrota? What would you have done in her situation?
How was Isabelle's life different when she returned from Zumbrota?

In what ways do you think her life was better after Zumbrota? Worse?

Why do you think Inez went home with Isabelle but Irma stayed on the farm?
Why is Isabelle so concerned about Catholics? How do her feelings about Catholics change though the story?

What social/religious/cultural groups are you a part of? Are there groups of people you are unfamiliar with that seem strange to you? What would you like to know about them?

